{RE} {Year 9}
·                Autumn
Assessment:

Students in Y9 will continue to be assessed using both formative and summative methods. Students will be continually assessed in lesson using questioning and feedback in independent practice. Additionally, they will be assessed through ‘Big Writes’ and end of unit tasks. This will assess students’ knowledge and understanding and develop students’ explanation and critical evaluation skills.
                  Spring
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Assessment:

Towards the end of year students will have an End of Year assessment, in which they will be assessed on knowledge gained through the year, this will be applied to both explanatory and evaluative style questions. 

                 Summer
 Useful resources for supporting your child at home:
· Seneca Learning Seneca - Learn 2x Faster (senecalearning.com)
· BBC Bitesize- KS3 Religious Education Religious Education - BBC Bitesize
· BBC Teach Videos Free primary and secondary school teaching resources - BBC Teach
· Oak National Academy- KS3 Religious Education Religious Education lessons for Key Stage 3 students - Oak National Academy (thenational.academy)
· Trips to local religious sites: places of worship, cathedrals, monasteries, museums

Overview
Topics covered within the Y9 ‘Philosophy and the Moral Self’ module:
· Introduction to philosophy and key concepts. 
· The self- differing views on the self-including Descartes, dualism and illusion. 
· Proof for God’s existence and their criticisms - The cosmological and design arguments. 
· The problem of evil and theodicies to defend. 
· AI and philosophy- can a machine actually think? How ethical is the use of AI in moral decision making. 



Topics covered within the Y9 ‘Ethics in the Modern World’ module:
· Value and meaning of human life including religious viewpoints. Sanctity and quality of life. 
· Abortion- differing religious and atheist viewpoints, pro-life vs pro-choice. Application of previous ethical theories. 
· Saviour siblings- arguments for and against, application of previous ethical theories. 
· Euthanasia and assisted suicide- arguments for and against, application of previous ethical theories. Potential issues of starting a slippery slope. 
· Capital punishment- legality in the UK and other countries. Purpose of it in the justice system. Religious arguments for and against. 
· Animal testing- why animals testing is used and what for. Arguments around human life value over animals. Religious views.
· Environment and fast fashion- ethical impact on the environment exploring religious ideas of ahimsa and stewardship.  

Following the Albion Academy curriculum for Religious Education pupils in Year 9 will study our Ethics and Philosophy curriculum which develops students' understanding of moral decision-making, ethical reasoning, and philosophical enquiry. Students begin by exploring what shapes our ideas of right and wrong before studying key ethical theories and religious perspectives. They then apply these ideas to contemporary issues such as the value of life, animal welfare, environmental ethics, and justice, considering both religious and non-religious worldviews. In the final unit, students explore philosophical questions about knowledge, the existence of God, personal identity, consciousness, and artificial intelligence, culminating in debates about whether AI can make moral decisions. Throughout the course, students develop critical thinking, evaluation, and reasoned argument skills by engaging with real-world ethical and philosophical issues.

Topics covered within the Y9 ‘Introduction to Ethics’ module:

· Moral dilemmas and decision making- The Trolley Problem 
· Ethical theories and their criticisms- Thomas Aquinas’ Natural Moral Law, Joseph Fletchers Situation Ethics. Jeremy Bentham’s Utilitarianism. 
· Sources of morality including religion and God as a source. 
· Humanist sources of morality, exploring humanist campaigns for change. 


